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Rally with Congressman Patrick Kennedy and Governor Jon Corzine 
IBEW Local 164 

Robin Road 
Paramus, NJ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Attending:    Jennifer Godoski  609-468-6485 
             
      
Scheduling/Events:     
 
   
 
Staff on Memo:       Jennifer Godoski    
         
Event Contact:    Jennifer Godoski   
          
Description of Event: Labor Rally with Congressman Patrick Kennedy 

and Governor Jon Corzine 
   
Press:                  Closed 
 
Guests:  Charles Wowkanech, President 
 NJ State AFL-CIO 
 
 Laurel Brennan, Secretary Treasurer 
 NJ State AFL-CIO 
 
 William T. Mullen, President 
 NJ State Building Trades Council 
 
 Richard “Buzzy” Dressel, President 
 IBEW Local 164C 

 
*Bergen County is Senator Weinberg’s home county. 

Description, p.1 
Kennedy visits, p.3 
Chris Christie comparison on labor, p.3 
AFL-CIO labor to labor walk info, p. 4 
CLIPS, p. 5-9 
JSC on Education, p 11-13 
JSC on Labor, p. 14-15 
Bergen County Info., p. 16-23 
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Senator Ted Kennedy 
 
Please note that Senator Ted Kennedy appeared at a labor rally at IBEW Local 164 in 2005 when 
he came to NJ to campaign for then-Senator Jon Corzine when he ran for Governor.  
 
Senator Kennedy started his day at a breakfast with the Bergen County Democrats, and then 
proceeded to the labor rally.  After the rally, Senator Kennedy went to a rally in South Jersey at 
the Camden County Democratic HQ.   
 
Caroline Kennedy 
 
Caroline Kennedy was in New Jersey on Wednesday, October 21, 2009.  She appeared first at a 
rally with President Barack Obama and Governor Corzine in Bergen County at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University.   
 
After the rally, Ms. Kennedy was the guest of honor at a Irish Americans rally in Belmar, NJ 
supporting the Govenror’s campaign. 
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Chris Christie 
Wrong for Building Trades 
Wrong for New Jersey 

 
 
Chris Christie: I will end PLAs. Christie's websites proclaims that he will: "Eliminate special 
interest labor union giveaways that increase spending and taxes. The requirement to use "project 
labor agreements" (PLAs) on many public construction projects substantially increases 
construction costs without delivering a single public benefit. The Christie administration will end 
the use of PLAs which create inexcusable waste on public construction projects and are a tool for 
political favoritism at a time when the economy is shedding jobs and taxpayers are struggling to 
make ends meet." [ChristieforNJ.com, On the Issues] 
 
Christie called PLAs "an inexcusable amount of waste." At a February press conference, 
Christie said: "We also have to end project labor agreements. All they do is add substantial costs 
without delivering a single public benefit and we have to end these PLAs because they create, in 
my view, an inexcusable amount of waste of public construction projects. You know, uh, Star-
Ledger concluded, in a recent report, that using PLAs in school construction corporation 
programs, that the cost of using them was the equivalent of five additional Abbott district 
elementary schools. And I would like to find what we got in return for that additional 
expenditure of money." [Christie press conference, 2/26/2009] 
 
Christie said that he would eliminate special interest labor union loopholes in the campaign 
finance system. On his campaign website, Christie proclaims: "I will strengthen our weak 'pay 
to play' laws by eliminating special interest labor union loopholes to ensure labor unions are 
treated just like any other. 
 
Christie opposes paid family leave. Chris Christie, according to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
opposes "paid family leave [Philadelphia Inquirer, 4/13/09; Jersey Journal, 5/9/08] 
 
Christie opposes majority signup.  Chris Christie, according to the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
opposes "a law that lets unions represent workers once they have a simple majority of the 
workers signed up." [Philadelphia Inquirer, 4/13/09]  
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October 17, 2009 

17 Days Until Election Day: Union Members Brave Nor’easter to 
Deliver Labor’s Message During Statewide Labor Walks 
Although the rain did not let up this Saturday, neither did 1,235 union members that successfully knocked on over 
43,000 doors during numerous labor walks held across the state. 
  
Governor Corzine joined labor walkers in Cherry Hill, New Jersey today to thank them for their dedicated work in 
the Labor 2009 program, while his running mate, Senator Loretta Weinberg delivered a similar message to union 
members in Maplewood, New Jersey, where she reminded volunteers of the major role they play in this election. 
  
This campaign is at its height and we are more than capable of winning by following through with the enormous 
efforts we have demonstrated thus far. We want to thank all of the unions that have been out on the walks and for 
bringing us one step closer to victory on November 3, 2009. 
 
 
 

October 10, 2009 

Right on Target: Labor Walks Draw Over 1,200 Union Volunteers 
Statewide 
It is becoming more and more apparent each week that all of our hard work is beginning to pay off. The polls are 
turning around, putting this race at a dead heat. Furthermore, we are right on target for the number of member to 
member contacts we need to make before Election Day.  
  
Our goal was to turnout 1,200 people per labor walk for the remaining weeks before the election. This weekend, the 
number of walkers was 1,232 with a total number of 43,000 doors being knocked on. Fortunately, the rain held out 
long enough across most of the state for this to be a highly successful weekend.  
  
There are only 24 days left until November 3, 2009. This is the final stretch, and given the turnout we saw today, we 
as organized labor are going push our endorsed candidates over the top. 

CLICK HERE for pictures from today’s labor walk. 
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Poll: Corzine, Christie tied in NJ governor's race 
October 20, 2009 
The Associated Press 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hYqj8cYm8d2C13RGH_97bSK47K5A
D9BEP2AG0 
  
TRENTON, N.J. — In another indication that the New Jersey governor's race will go down to 
the wire, a new poll finds Gov. Jon Corzine and Republican Chris Christie tied among likely 
voters at 39 percent each. 
 
The Monmouth University/Gannett New Jersey Poll released Tuesday, two weeks before 
Election Day, has independent Chris Daggett polling at 14 percent. 
 
Poll director Patrick Murray says the latest poll indicates weakening support for Christie, a 
former federal prosecutor. A Monmouth/Gannett poll released in early August had Christie up by 
14 percentage points over the Democratic incumbent. 
 
The telephone poll of 1,004 likely voters was taken Oct. 15-18 and has a sampling error margin 
of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. 
 
Poll: Corzine and Christie tied 
October 20, 2009 
PolitickerNJ.com 
Matt Friedman 
http://www.politickernj.com/matt-friedman/34262/poll-corzine-and-christie-tied 
  
The gubernatorial race is tied, according to a new Monmouth University/Gannett poll. 
The poll shows Gov. Jon Corzine and Republican gubernatorial candidate Christopher Christie 
each getting 39%, while independent Christopher Daggett gets 14%. 
 
A Monmouth poll from the beginning of this month showed Christie ahead of Corzine by three 
points - 43% to 40% -- with Daggett taking 8% of the vote. 
 
Today's poll found that once reluctant Democrats are sticking with Corzine, but there may be 
some base trouble for Christie with the Republican base.  Christie had 86% of Republicans' 
support in the poll released early in the month and has 81% of the base in todays.  Corzine, who 
in July had 71% of Democrats' support, now has 76%. 
 
"Democrats who flirted with Chris Christie earlier in the year have come back into the fold. It 
also looks like some GOP voters may have become disenchanted with their white knight.  That's 
not a good sign for the Republican at this late stage of the game," 
 
Corzine's favorable ratings remain upside down, as they have been for most of the campaign. 
 37% of respondents gave him a favorable rating, while 51% had an unfavorable impression. 
 Christie, however, is also upside down, though barely - 40% of respondents have a favorable 
impression while 41% view him unfavorably.  The majority - 54% -- of respondents didn't know 
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enough about Daggett to form an impression, but of those who did his favorability rating is 
almost 2-1, with 28% viewing him favorably and 15% viewing him unfavorably. 
 
Daggett's six point increase in the head-to-head number came at the expense of both major party 
candidates.  He has gone from 11% to 22% support among independents - an increase that's 
corresponded with a 7% decrease in Corzine support and 4% decrease of Christie support among 
that group. 
 
The poll found that 8% of Republicans plan to vote for Daggett - up from 3% in the early 
October poll - while 11% of Democrats plan to vote for the independent, which is up from 8%. 
Among the lieutenant governor candidates, state Sen. Loretta Weinberg (D-Teaneck) is the most 
known. But 80% of respondents still either have not heard of her or have no opinion, compared 
to 87% for Republican Monmouth County Sheriff Kim Guadagno and 90% for Esposito.  
 
 Among the few that have heard of them, all three lieutenant governors have net positive 
favorables (11% to 9% for Weinberg, 9% to 4% for Guadagno and 6% to 4% for Esposito. 
President Obama remains right side up in New Jersey, with 53% of residents approving of his 
performance and 39% disapproving.  But only 12% of voters said the Obama visit would make 
them more likely to vote for Corzine, compared to 14% who said it would make them less likely 
and 73% who said that it would have no effect on their vote. 
 
 
October 20, 2009 
NY TIMES 

Christie May Have Gotten Improper Aid  
By DAVID M. HALBFINGER 

When news broke in August that the former United States attorney, 
Christopher J. Christie, had lent $46,000 to a top aide in the federal 
prosecutor’s office, he said he was merely helping a friend in need. He also 
said the aide, Michele Brown, had done nothing to help his gubernatorial 
campaign. 

But interviews with federal law enforcement officials suggest that Ms. Brown 
used her position in two significant and possibly improper ways to try to aid 
Mr. Christie in his run for governor. 
In March, when Gov. Jon S. Corzine’s campaign requested public records 
about Mr. Christie’s tenure as prosecutor, Ms. Brown interceded to oversee the 
responses to the inquiries, taking over for the staff member who normally 
oversaw Freedom of Information Act requests, according to federal law 
enforcement officials in Newark and Washington. The requested information 
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included records about Mr. Christie’s travel and expenses, along with Ms. 
Brown’s travel records. 
 
In mid-June, when F.B.I. agents and prosecutors gathered to set a date for the 
arrests of more than 40 targets of a corruption and money-laundering probe, 
Ms. Brown alone argued for the arrests to be made before July 1. She later told 
colleagues that she wanted to ensure that the arrests occurred before Mr. 
Christie’s permanent successor took office, according to three federal law 
enforcement officials briefed on the conversation, presumably so that Mr. 
Christie would be given credit for the roundup. 
 
The federal law enforcement officials spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they were barred from speaking on the record. 
 
Ms. Brown declined to be interviewed for this article. In an e-mail message to 
The New York Times, she called the allegations “outrageous and inaccurate,” 
but declined to answer further questions. Through a spokesman, Mr. Christie 
stood by his earlier assertions that Ms. Brown had not assisted his campaign 
in any way. 
 
News of Mr. Christie’s loan to Ms. Brown broke in August, dealing a blow to 
his candidacy, and he apologized for failing to report it on his tax returns and 
ethics filings. 
 
Less than two weeks later, Justice Department officials told Mr. Christie’s 
interim replacement, Ralph Marra, to remove Ms. Brown from acting as 
coordinator of the Freedom of Information Act requests about Mr. Christie’s 
tenure because of the obvious conflict of interest, according to a federal law 
enforcement official briefed on the communications. Ms. Brown resigned from 
the prosecutor’s office the same day, the official said. 
 
She took a job at a law firm with close ties to Mr. Christie — a firm that 
represented one of five companies identified as targets in his office’s 
investigation of kickbacks among makers of artificial hips and knees. Ms. 
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Brown had led the case and, with Mr. Christie, negotiated a settlement in 
which the company paid a fine and avoided criminal charges. 
 
Allegations that Mr. Christie played politics as a prosecutor have dogged him; 
reports that he discussed a run for governor with Karl Rove in 2006 led 
Democrats to assert he had violated the Hatch Act, which forbids candidates 
from “testing the waters” for a run for office. 
 
The possibility that Ms. Brown may have helped Mr. Christie’s campaign from 
inside the United States attorney’s office casts a new light on their relationship 
and on the prosecutor’s office. Federal law and Justice Department policy 
prohibit prosecutors from using their “official authority or influence for the 
purpose of interfering with or affecting the result of an election.” 
 
The arrests of 44 people in the corruption and money-laundering case on July 
23 drew national attention and put a spotlight on New Jersey’s reputation for 
corruption. Mr. Christie had built his reputation battling public corruption, 
and the case served to remind voters of his record and underscore that 
corruption remained a persistent statewide problem, one that could require a 
new governor to root out. 
 
As it turned out, there was no need to hurry up the corruption arrests to 
ensure that they would redound to Mr. Christie’s credit: the Obama appointee 
who replaced him, Paul J. Fishman, was not installed until last Wednesday. 
Mr. Christie has said he and his wife are close friends of Ms. Brown and her 
husband. The couples live a few hundred yards apart in Mendham, N.J.  
She had been a prosecutor for 11 years when he took over the office in 2002.  
 
The next year, he promoted her to counsel, the No. 4 position in the office. In 
early 2008, Mr. Christie gave her another promotion, adding the title of 
executive assistant. Shortly after he resigned in December, she was promoted 
to first assistant, the No. 2 job. 
 
In explaining his loan to her, Mr. Christie said Ms. Brown and her husband, 
Michael Allen, ran into financial trouble after Mr. Allen lost his job. 
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Mr. Christie gave Ms. Brown a $46,000 mortgage in September 2007, which 
she was to repay with monthly payments of $499 over 10 years. 
In August, Mr. Marra defended the office’s handling of the Freedom of 
Information requests and denied that Ms. Brown oversaw the process, saying 
she only supplied records relating to herself.  
 
Yet only after Ms. Brown’s departure, five months after the requests were 
submitted, were the first two voluminous batches of records released. 
Those records, which the Corzine campaign has parceled out to news 
organizations, have already proved embarrassing to Mr. Christie. News stories 
last week said the records showed Mr. Christie often stayed at expensive hotels 
on the taxpayers’ dime, routinely exceeding per diem rates set for Justice 
Department officials. 
 
Additional records provided in raw form by the Corzine campaign and 
analyzed by The Times show that Ms. Brown accompanied Mr. Christie on 16 
trips, the bulk of them in 2007 and 2008. They were often accompanied by a 
junior prosecutor, Kevin O’Dowd.  
 
In August 2008 Mr. Christie’s wife, Mary Pat, joined him, Ms. Brown, and Mr. 
O’Dowd for a trip to London, where Mr. Christie spoke at a meeting of 
compliance officers at another one of the companies involved in his office’s 
investigation of makers of artificial hips and knees. Mr. O’Dowd left early, 
while the Christies and Ms. Brown stayed two more days for another meeting.  
 
Mr. Christie paid his wife’s airfare, but the government covered the couple’s 
and Ms. Brown’s $401-per-night lodgings. Mr. O’Dowd declined comment. 
Mr. Christie and Ms. Brown also traveled to the Venetian casino hotel in Las 
Vegas last year, where he addressed a sales convention of still another one of 
the hip and knee makers.  
 
Mr. Christie’s in-state travel has also been questioned. He put in for more than 
$20,000 in mileage reimbursements during his seven-year tenure, including 
many trips that his public schedules indicate were made for personal or 
political reasons.  
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A die-hard Mets fan, Mr. Christie put in for $73 in mileage costs for a drive to 
Philadelphia on a night his schedule noted an away game against the Phillies. 
 
Reporting was contributed by members of The New York Times’s computer-
assisted reporting team, and by David Kocieniewski, Joel Stonington and 
Mathew R. Warren. 
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Jon Corzine believes that every New Jersey child has a right to be challenged, every day, in 
schools that are among the best in the world.  His record reflects this commitment to our kids.  
He has fought to strengthen education by focusing on resources, rigor and accountability.  He has 
increased total funding for education by over $1.8 billion since 2006.  He enacted a new school 
funding formula that will finally distribute State resources more equitably and ensure that all at-
risk kids have access to a thorough and efficient education, regardless of where they live.  And, 
he reformed the school construction program, restarted construction of schools and authorized 
$3.9 billion in additional State funding for school construction.  As a result of these measures, 
more students across New Jersey have access to the resources needed to compete successfully in 
the global economy. 
 
Reforming the Education System: Increased Funding and the School Funding Reform Act 
 

• Prioritized significant investments in education by increasing total aid by over $1.8 
billion, including significant increases in federal funding championed by Governor 
Corzine. 

• Fought against history to change the way our schools are funded through a new school 
funding formula.  The newly reformed formula is based on the education needs of 
students and not where they live, and it marks the end of 40 years of divisive and costly 
litigation.  The new formula was unanimously approved by NJ Supreme Court. 

• State aid is now more unified and predictable, and it is distributed more equitably to all 
school districts, replacing a patchwork of funding streams.   

• The new formula also allocates additional resources for districts with higher 
concentrations of poverty.  It ensures that all at-risk kids have access to the resources 
necessary for a thorough and efficient education, regardless of where they live.  The 
formula also adjusts for growing student enrollment and promotes early childhood 
education, including full-day kindergarten.  It takes into account the needs of students 
with limited English proficiency and students with special education needs. 

• Prioritized high quality early childhood education.  Continued the State’s investments 
preschool education, now serving over 40,000 students.  New Jersey leads the nation in 
terms of high quality standards, resources and enrollment in preschool. 

 
Building & Fixing Our Schools: Comprehensive Reform & New Funding 
 

• Reformed the school construction program and restarted construction of schools.  The 
new Schools Development Authority (SDA) was established to manage school 
construction in New Jersey, demanding greater accountability, transparency and reporting 
requirements. 

• Since the SDA’s establishment in August 2007, 38 school projects have opened, 
impacting 28,000 students.   

• Authorized $3.9 billion in additional State funding for school construction, which will 
increase to $5.4 billion when local contributions are added.  The SDA has completed over 
600 projects to date.  The $5.4 billion will support 52 new schools in the former Abbott 
districts and hundreds of projects in all other districts. 

• Focused on addressing overcrowding and health and safety concerns. 

…on Strengthening Education 
and Building Schools 
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• Mandated the recruitment of a diverse workforce for new school construction, ensuring 
minorities and women on each construction site.  Over the next 5 years, an estimated 
47,000 jobs will be created with these new State dollars and local investments. 

 
Fighting for Special Needs 
 

• Significantly increased funding for special education under the new formula, including 
greater State support for extraordinary special education costs. 

• Pushed for the expansion in federal funding for special education (IDEA) as a part of the 
federal recovery package.  New Jersey will receive about $380 million in increased IDEA 
funding under the package. 

• Set aside $19.5 million for a grant program for start-up costs for districts that serve 
special education students within their district, with a particular emphasis on students 
with autism. 

 
Providing Real Property Tax Relief 
 

• While all of these measures are aimed at improving educational opportunities for our 
children, they are also property tax relief measures contributing to the decrease in the 
growth of the school levy statewide – which was 2.65% for the 2008-09 school year – the 
lowest in 15 years. 

 
Strengthening High School Standards 
 

• Improving the rigor of high school graduation standards to ensure that New Jersey 
students are prepared for higher education and the workforce.   

• New Jersey students have continued their outstanding performance compared to students 
in other states.  High school graduation rates are the highest in the country, and NJ 
students are among the best prepared for higher education. 

• Fought to improve the rigor of high school course work, which will now include 3 years 
of math, 3 years of lab science and half of a year of economics and financial literacy. 

 
Instituting New Leadership and School Reforms 
 

• Worked closely with community leaders to appoint new superintendents in Newark, 
Paterson and Camden. 

• Launched an intensive effort on dropout prevention, significantly tightened requirements 
the “Special Review Assessment,” the alternative path to high school graduation. 

• Launched a campaign and partnered with districts to implement programs to combat 
truancy and prevent dropouts. 

 
Increasing Accountability 
 

• Increased accountability to ensure that funds are used efficiently and effectively. 
• Implemented several changes to monitor the functioning of school districts, including the 

establishment of Executive County Superintendents who have greater oversight of school 
districts budgets; and, implemented the NJ SMART student-level database that tracks an 
individual student’s progress on standardized tests over time. 
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• Enacted other accountability reforms including pay-to-play restrictions for all school 
districts, additional auditing and fiscal control requirements, travel restrictions and other 
restrictions on school spending. 

• Limited the benefits that can be awarded in superintendent contracts to make the 
contracts more transparent and protect taxpayers’ interests. 
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Jon Corzine worked his way through college as a highway laborer.  He knows what it means to 
be on the long end of a shovel and believes that working families deserve dignity and economic 
security. 
 
Creating and Keeping Jobs 

• INVEST NJ, first-in-the-nation program to help NJ businesses address current fiscal challenges. 
ο $3,000 for each new job, expected to create 16,666 new private sector jobs in 2 years; 

and, $70 million in grants to offset sales tax on capital investment for business 
operations. 

• Public Sector Infrastructure 
ο Expedited public works projects which will result in more than 10,000 new jobs. 
ο Championed the construction of the Mass Transit Tunnel between NJ and Manhattan.  

The Tunnel will create 6,000 construction jobs each year over the life of the project, and 
generate 44,000 permanent jobs upon completion. 

• Energy Sector Infrastructure 
ο State investment in clean energy technologies and energy efficiency programs estimated 

to result in more than 20,000 new jobs by 2020 
 
Helping Working Families 

• Enacted Family Leave Insurance law to help working families care for sick family members 
and newborn children. 

• Expanded the earned income tax credit for 300,000 families. 
 
Restoring Integrity to the Pension Funds 

• Enacted major reforms to reduce long-term costs, including raising the retirement age from 55 to 
62. 

• Funding since the beginning of the Corzine administration is greater than the contributions from 
the prior 14 years combined. 

 
Safeguarding Unemployment Assistance 

• Stopped raids on the Unemployment Insurance (UI) trust fund and replenished losses from earlier 
raids, including $380 million in state General Fund contributions to the fund. 

• First in the nation to receive federal bonus for states with modernized UI programs from 
President Obama’s stimulus plan, resulting in a $207 million federal deposit into NJ’s state UI 
fund. 

 
Protecting Middle-Class Jobs 

• Signed legislation guaranteeing prompt pay by owners to prime contractors. 
• Halting the misclassification of employees as independent contractors. 
• Strongly enforcing the prevailing wage law; expanded scope to include public utility contractors.  
• Achieved legislation to make it more difficult for debarred contractors to continue operating. 

 
Supporting Job Training 

• Green Jobs & Energy Infrastructure: 1,950 NJ workers trained since 2006. 
• High Growth Workforce Development: Increased skills of 13,188 workers in targeted industries. 

…on Labor 
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• Apprenticeship Programs & College Education 
o Achieved agreement from all of NJ’s community colleges to provide more than 30 

college credits for apprenticeships, recognizing their rigorous educational value.   
• Casino Workers.  $1 million for training for casino workers.  Negotiated severance for employees 

of the Sands Hotel and Casino.   
• Workforce Services to Low-Income, At-Risk Workers 

o $2 million federal grant for low-income workers to avoid a return to welfare. 
• Women & Minorities in the Building Trades 

o Increased representation through new recruitment and mentoring programs.  
 
Strengthening Workers’ Compensation 

• Signed package of legislation to further protect vulnerable workers injured on the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


